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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for parameter authentication, 
comprising: 

executing a plurality of authentication agents in a computer system, 
each of the authentication agents being configured to initiate the performance of at 
least one authentication task to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter for 
one of a plurality of functions^ each of the functions corresponding to one of the 
authentication agents; 

examining , for each resp ective one oLthe authentication agents, an 
authenticated parameter table to determine whether an unauthenticated user 
parameter is listed therein before each respective one of the authentication agents is 
employed to initiate performance of the at feast one authentication task: and 

bypassing the initiation of the performance of the authentication task to 
authenticate a uthentic a tion of the unauthenticated user parameter if the 
unauthenticated user parameter is listed in the authenticated parameter table. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising obtaining the 
unauthenticated user parameter from a user by way of a user interface. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising erasing the 
authenticated parameter table upon a successful authentication of a predefined 
number of unauthenticated user parameters. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
initiating the performance of the at least one authentication task to authenticate 
authenticat i ng the unauthenticated user parameter if the unauthenticated user 
parameter is not listed in the authenticated parameter table. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of obtaining the 
user parameter from a user by way of a user interface further comprises obtaining at 
least one user parameter from the group consisting of a biometric parameter, a 
password, a usemame, a code, a key, and a signature. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, further comprising storing 
the authenticated user parameter in the an authenticated parameter table upon a 
successful authentication thereof. 



7. (Currently Amended) A system for parameter authentication, 
comprising: 

a processor circuit with a processor and a memory; 
an authenticated parameter table stored in the memory; 
authentication logic stored in the memory and executable by the 
processor, the authentication logic comprising: 

a plurality of authentication agents, each of the authentication 
agents being configured to initiate the performance of at least one 
authentication task to authenticate an un authenticated user parameter for one 
of a plurality of functions, each of the functions corresponding to one of the 
authentication agents; 

logic that examine s, for each respective one of the 
authentication agents, the authenticated parameter table to determine 
whether an unauthenticated user parameter is listed therein before each 
respective one of the authentication agents is employed to initiate 
performance of the at least one authentication task : and 

logic that bypasses the initiation of the performance of the 
authentication task to authenticate a uth e ntication of the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is listed in the authenticated 
parameter table. 
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8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the authentication logic 
further comprises logic that obtains the unauthenticated user parameter from a user 
by way of a user interface. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the authentication logic 
further comprises logic that erases the authenticated user parameters listed in the 
authenticated parameter table upon a successful authentication of a predefined 
number of unauthenticated user parameters. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7 r wherein the 
authentication logic further comprises logic that initiates the performance of the at 
least one authentication task to authenticate auth e nticat e s the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is not listed in the authenticated 
parameter table. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the 
authentication logic further comprises logic that stores the authenticated user 
parameter in the ae authenticated parameter table upon a successful authentication 
thereof. . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A program embodied in a computer readable 
medium for parameter authentication, comprising: 

code that generates an authenticated parameter table; 

code that embodies a plurality of authentication agents, each of the, 
authentication aoents being configured to initiate th e performance of at least one 
authentication task to authenticate ap. upauthenticated user parameter for one of a 
plurality of functions, each of the functions corresponding to one of the authentication 
agents; 

code that examine s, for each respective one of the authentication 
agents, the authenticated parameter table to determine whether an unauthenticated 
user parameter is listed therein before each respective o ne of the a uthentication 
agents is employed to initiate performance of the at least one authentication table: 
and 

code that bypasses the initiation of the performance of the 
authentication task to authenticate the authenticat i on of the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is listed in the authenticated 
parameter table. 

13. (Original) The program embodied in a computer readable medium of 
claim 12, further comprising code that obtains the unauthenticated user parameter 
from a user by way of a user interface. 

14. (Original) The program embodied in a computer readable medium of 
claim 12, further comprises code that erases the authenticated user parameters 
listed in the authenticated parameter table upon a successful authentication of a 
predefined number of unauthenticated user parameters. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 12, further comprises code that initiates the performan ce of the at 
least one authentication task to authenticate a uth e ntic a t e s the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is not listed in the authenticated 
parameter table. 

16. (Currently Amended) The program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 15, further comprises code that stores the authenticated user 
parameter in the ae authenticated parameter table upon a successful authentication 
thereof- 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A system for parameter authentication, 
comprising: 

means for maintaining an authenticated parameter table; 

a plurality of authentication agents, each of the authentication agents 
being configured to initiate the performance of at least one authentication task to 
authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter for one of a plurality of functions, 
each of the functions corresponding to one of the authentication agents: 

means for examining the authenticated parameter table for each of the 
authentication agents to determine whether an unauthenticated user parameter is 
listed therein before each respective authentication agent is employed to initiate 
performance of the at least one authentication task ; and 

means for bypassing the initiation of the performance of the 
authentication task to authenticate th e auth e ntiGat i on- e f the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter Is listed in the authenticated 
parameter table. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A method for parameter authentication, 
comprising: 

obtaining an the unauthenticated user parameter from a user by way of 
a user interface; 

executing a plurality of authentication agents in a computer system, 
each of the a uthentication agents being configured to initiate the performance of at 
least one authentication task to authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter for 
one of a plurality of functions, each of the functions corresponding to one of the 
authentication agents: 

examining an authenticated parameter table for each respective one of 
the authentication agents to determine whether the unauthenticated user parameter 
is listed therein before each respective one of the authentication agents is employed 
to initiate performance of the at least one authentication task : 

bypassing the initiation of the performance of the authentication task to 
authenticate authentication of the unauthenticated user parameter if the 
unauthenticated user parameter is listed in the authenticated parameter table; 

initiating the authentication of authenticat i ng the unauthenticated user 
parameter with the respective one of the authentication agents if the unauthenticated 
user parameter is not listed in the authenticated parameter table; and 

storing the authenticated user parameter in the authenticated 
parameter table upon a successful authentication thereof. 
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19. (Currently Amended) A program embodied in a computer readable 
medium for parameter authentication, comprising: 

cod e that g e n e rat e s an authenticated parameter table; 

code that obtains an unauthenticated user parameter from a user by 
way of a user interface; 

code that embodies a plurality of authentication agents, each of the 
authentication agents being configured to initiate the performance of at least one 
authentication task to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter for one of a 
Plurality of functions, each of the functions corresponding to one of the authentication 
agents; 

code that examines , for each respective one of the authentication 
agents, the authenticated parameter table to determine whether an unauthenticated 
user parameter is listed therein before each respective one of the authentication 
agents is employed to initiate performance of the at least one authentication table : 

code that bypasses the initiation of the performance of the 
authentication task to authenticate a uth e nticat i on of the unauthenticated user 
parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is listed in the authenticated 
parameter table; 

code that initiates the performance of the authentication task to 
authenticate auth e ntic a te s the unauthenticated user parameter if the 
unauthenticated user parameter is not listed in the authenticated parameter table; 
and 

code that stores the authenticated user parameter in an authenticated 
parameter table upon a successful authentication thereof. 
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